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EORI – AN EXPLANATION

What is the EORI number?

Economic Operator Registration and Identification.  The EORI system is a European Union wide system. This requirement was introduced on 1st July 2009 in all 27 Member States. EORI numbers are issued in each EU country with one registration number format which is recognised in all EU countries and recorded on a central EU database. 

Some EU Member States initially had difficulties in implementing EORI Regulations. Consequently, the EU Commission advised EU Member States that they should not strictly enforce the requirement. This period of flexible enforcement of the EORI number is coming to an end and the EORI Regulation is to be fully enforced with effect from 1st July 2010. Until the EU 24 hour manifest rule becomes effective this enforcement of the EORI regulation will only affect importers/exporters dealing with member state‘s Customs. It does not include the requirement to show EORI numbers on manifests.

Why is the EORI number required?
EORI numbers allow Customs in any EU Member State to identify traders in all EU States. 
In addition the numbers will be used for the exchange of information between the customs authorities as well as between customs authorities and other authorities for example other government departments but only in respect of the movement of goods involving a customs procedure.

Note that for all import cargo to the EU, our shippers are most likely domiciled outside the EU and will therefore not have or need an EORI number.

Who supplies EORI numbers?

Application for an EORI number should be done before the filing of the first Customs declaration, since it may take several days, before the EORI number can be allocated. It can also exceptionally be done during the first filing.

The EORI application process differs according to whether the declarant is established in or outside the customs territory of the Community as follows:

A declarant established in the customs territory of the Community must apply for an EORI number at the Customs authority or, if different, the designated authority of the Member State in which the declarant is established.

A declarant not established in the Customs territory of the Community must apply for an EORI number at the customs authority or, if different, the designated authority of the Member State where the declarant first will lodge a safety and security declaration.
When will the EORI number be used?
This number must be used by all traders involved in the import/export of goods in all customs declarations lodged by them or on their behalf with effect from 1st July 2009. This applies even where import/export is on an occasional basis. For example, if they occasionally buy items for their business from outside the EU such as, machinery/equipment, goods for exhibition, samples, office supplies, etc. Even though their business is not usually involved in importing or exporting, an EORI number is required.
EORI numbers must also be provided by carriers on provision to the customs authorities of pre-arrival and pre-departure information on all goods entering and leaving the customs territory of the Community and for imports from and/or exports to countries outside the European Union (EU). 

EORI and the EU 24 Hour Manifest Rule
The filer of an entry summary declaration (ENS) under the EU 24 hour manifest rule must include their own EORI number in the ENS and, if they are not the carrier, must also include the carrier’s EORI number. The indication of the carrier's EORI number is:

Mandatory in situations where the ENS is lodged or amended – with their knowledge and consent - by a person other than the carrier or their representative. The EORI number of the carrier must also be provided in ENS covering deep sea containerised shipments and in situations where the Customs authorities decide that the introduction of the goods into the

Community would pose a serious threat to safety and security and thus must be able to notify the carrier that the goods are not to be loaded,

Conditional in other cases so that the EORI number must be included whenever this number is available to the person lodging the summary declaration.
Inclusion on manifests of importers EORI numbers is not mandatory but this information will assist Customs. In particular where importer has AEO status it will allow simplified Customs procedures.
How will “K” Line manage this requirement?

When the EU24 Hour manifest rule becomes effective on 31.12.10 all cargo imported to the EU will have to show EORI numbers on ENS declarations and on manifests. “K” Line are working on the EU24 project and a system plus full instructions will be available sometime during 4Q 2010 for all offices globally. At this stage we intend to have all existing customers EORI numbers stored in our global manifest system. For new customers the non EU shipper will have to provide this information at time of booking or sending shipping instructions.
Further information on EORI can be found on the following web link:

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/customs/security_amendment/EORI_guidelines_en.pdf

